
 
 

Saint Francis Xavier day: Tree of Gratitude! 
 

This Advent, pupils will explore the idea of missionary work. In celebration of the feast day 

of Saint Francis Xavier (SFX) - the patron saint of missions - on December 3rd, pupils will 

hear about his life, along with the works of other modern day Jesuits.  

After hearing about the missionary work of Jesuits, pupils will have their own mission: to 

create a Tree of Gratitude! The tree will be made up of words that pupils have come up 

with which show what they are grateful for that week. Each week will have a theme and a 

reflection/prayer related to the theme: 

Week 1 – Our friends and families 

Week 2 – Our school 

Week 3 – Our country 

Week 4 – Our world 

…………………………….. 

Material - Textbooks to write weekly keywords, big piece of paper/display board for 

gratitude tree, calendar to plan weeks, Jesuit Pupil Profile as template (optional). 

Context – Biography of SFX (see overleaf). At the beginning of every week, you can reveal 

new facts about SFX. You may find it useful to use a calendar to plan: 

Advent dates 

 November 29 - First Sunday of Advent 

 December 6 - Second Sunday of Advent 

 December 13 - Third Sunday of Advent 

 December 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Experience – After reading the biography, you can share the experiences of living Jesuits, 

and the missionary work they are doing abroad.  

Reflection – Every week has a theme (see above and overleaf). Each pupils should come up 

with one thing they are grateful for related to that theme. . They will write these words 

down, in colourful and creative ways, and begin to stick them on a large piece of paper (in a 

similar shape to the Jesuit Pupil Profile). 

By the end of advent, pupils should have created enough words to have completed their 

mission of gratitude. The tree should be in full bloom of words! 

 



 
 

Activity: Tree of Gratitude! 

Week 1 (November 30th) – SFX’s early life 

Context: On April 7, 1506, Francis Xavier was born in Xavier Castle, Spain. He was from a 

rich family, and had a privileged childhood.  

When he was 19, Francis went to study at the University of Paris. There, he met Ignatius of 

Loyola. Ignatius tried very hard to convince Francis to join him on the same path of 

devotion.  

Though at first hesitant, with encouragement from his friend Ignatius, Francis devoted 

himself to religious service and became one of the founders of the Jesuit order.  

Experience: Slide 3 of PowerPoint.  

Father Javy is from the Philippines. He is a Jesuit Priest.  

He grew up in a loving yet poor household, where every penny had to be counted. When 

he was young he vowed to be rich to help his family out of poverty.  

Through education and hard work he managed to get to a very high level in the banking 

sector and was able to provide many things for his family.  

Over time, Father Javy started attending spiritual retreats. They had a big impact on him, but 

he was still stuck with ‘feeling but not understanding’. He was asked to host an event with 

the Pope, and during this time, he realised that he had wanted to do more to help the poor, 

not just his family. And so he decided to give up his wealth to serve the poor. 

After searching, Father Javy joined the Jesuits. In the beginning it was very difficult, because 

he still had to finish paying for many things (like his housing loan), and at the same time give 

up everything he owned!  

Father Javy was made a priest in 2009 and continues to work tirelessly for the Jesuits in the 

Philippines.  

Reflection: What are we grateful for from our friends and family? 

Week 2 (December 7th) – SFX’s first acts as a Jesuit 

Context: In 1534, in Paris, Francis, Ignatius and five others promised themselves to the 

Society of Jesus (the Jesuits). He also became a priest, on June 24, 1537.  

They seven of them took vows of celibacy and poverty and they also promised to visit the 

Holy Land.  

Francis travelled to Venice, Italy and while waiting to depart for the Holy Land, he worked 

in a hospital, aiding those in need.  

When fighting between Venice and the Ottoman Empire (modern day Turkey) made a trip 

to Jerusalem impossible, Francis instead went to Rome, where he and others in the society 

offered their services to the pope.  



 
 
Experience: Slide 4 of PowerPoint.  

The Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) is an international Catholic organisation with a mission to 

work on behalf of refugees and other people forced out of their homes. The JRS is found in 

over 50 countries and gives help to refugees in camps and cities, individuals displaced within 

their own countries, asylum seekers in cities, detention centres etc. 

The pictures show examples of JRS work around the world: 

Picture 1 (clockwise, from top left) - A female member of the teacher-training program in 

Myanmar is given her certificate for completing the training provided by JRS with support of 

other education stakeholders. 

Picture 2 – Haider, an Iraqi refugee, attends a social gathering for the Sudanese and Somali 

refugee community. A fulltime student, in his spare time he teaches English at the JRS school 

in Amman (Jordan), a true example of how refugee communities can assist each other. 

Picture 3 - JRS International Director, Peter Balleis SJ, visits a wood working class in a camp 

in Masisi, Democratic Republic of Congo. Due to years of conflict, Masisi is now home to 

75,000 internally displaced persons. Vocational training allows IDPs to learn new skills while 

waiting for safety at home. 

Picture 4 - Fr Richard Sotelo S.J. celebrates Mass for detainees at the Service Processing 

Centre for detained undocumented immigrants in El Paso, Texas. 

Reflection: What are we grateful for from our school? 

Week 3 (December 14th – 18th) – SFX’s missionary work 

Context: Impressed by the Jesuits, King John III of Portugal asked the order for 

missionaries to work in his empire.  

Though Ignatius initially selected others for the task, Francis stepped in when a fellow priest 

became ill. He left Rome on March 15, 1540. 

Francis arrived in Goa, India, on May 6, 1542. People liked him there because of his ability to 

live and work side by side with the poor.  

Seeking more converts, Francis continued to travel; his stops included Ceylon, the Molucca 

Islands, the Banda Islands and the Malay Peninsula.  

On August 15, 1549, Xavier landed at Kagoshima, Japan. As he had at his other missions, 

Xavier adapted to local ways of life and arranged for the translation of religious texts.   

Experience: Slide 5 of PowerPoint.  

Jesuit Missions has helped to fund a translation of the New Testament into Wapichana, the 

language of the Wapichan peoples of south west Guyana. This is the first time ever these 
tribal communities in the Rupununi region of the country have been able to hear and read 

the word of God in their own tongue and the arrival of the books was a cause of major 

celebration. 



 
 
Reflection: What are we grateful for from our country? 

Week 4 (20th Dec onwards) 

Context: Francis’ next focus for missionary work was China. He travelled to Sancian 

(Shangchuan) Island, but was not able to access the mainland because borders had been 

closed to foreigners.  

Before he could find a way inside the country, he fell ill. He died on the island on December 

3, 1552, at the age of 46. His body was then taken to Goa. 

Though he passed away at a relatively young age, Francis had accomplished much in his life. 

In addition to being a founding member of the Jesuit order, he baptized an estimated 30,000 

people.  

Xavier was beatified by Pope Paul V in 1619, and canonized by Pope Gregory XV in 1622. A 

famed missionary himself, he is now the patron saint of missionaries.  

Experience: Slide 6 of PowerPoint.  

One of the most well-known Jesuits in the world is Pope Francis. His main missions have 

been to work for the poor and to educate people about the problems facing our 

environment.  

Here is a prayer from Laudato Si (the encyclical on climate) that you can share with your 

pupils: 

God of love,  

Show us our place in this world as channels of you love 

For all the creatures of this earth,  

For not one of them is forgotten in your sight.  

 

Picture - Pope Francis appeals for hospitality and justice during visit to Jesuit Refugee 

Service. After his visit to Lampedusa, Pope Francis again made a call in favour of welcoming 

refugees at a visit to the soup kitchen of Centro Astalli (the Jesuit Refugee Service Italy) 

Reflection: What are we grateful for from our earth? 

Biography taken from http://www.biography.com/people/saint-francis-xavier-39911#last-

mission-and-legacy 


