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WELCOME!
PAUL CHITNIS | DIRECTOR OF JESUIT MISSIONS

This has been an enormously challenging year.
But I hope this review of 2020 offers you a
glimpse into both the reality of life for people in
developing countries and their longing for a better
life. Their hope is an inspiration.
The Jesuits in Britain have a long history of accompanying people in
some of the poorest parts of the world. Thousands of missionaries
left these shores to devote their lives to building God’s Kingdom
in often hostile and dangerous places. While only a handful of
missionaries from Britain remain today, their work of continuing the
mission of Jesus in an Ignatian spirit has passed to thousands of local
Jesuits, many of whom are our partners.
The reality of life for our partners is very different from ours. When
people in the UK were panic-buying toilet rolls and flour, a Jesuit in
Nigeria told me that people in his locality were more afraid of dying
from hunger than from COVID-19. As you will read, Jesuit Missions
has provided direct support to 11 partners to help them respond to
the pandemic.
The isolation necessitated by the pandemic has been devastating,
especially for the elderly. So news that an elderly Jesuit priest in India
has been imprisoned on wholly false charges of terrorism is doubly
shocking. Fr Stan Swamy SJ is 83 years old and has devoted his life to
the poorest people in India. Jesuit Missions is playing a leading role in
the global campaign to secure his release from prison on bail.
2020 has reminded us that we live in a closely inter-connected
world where national borders are powerless to stop COVID-19 and
global warming. What affects one affects all. The poorest people in
countries far from our shores, who have contributed least to global
warming, are affected the most by it. Jesuit Missions will join its voice
to the thousands of others calling for climate justice at the COP 26
summit on climate change to be held in Glasgow in November. Please
join us and be part of our efforts.
Finally, thank you for your continued support. I realise
that isolation, illness and even bereavement will have been
realities for many of our readers over the last year. Be
assured of our prayers and good wishes for the future.
To find out more about our work and how you can get
involved, please fill in the card and return to us in the free
post envelope provided.
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HOPE SPEAKS TO
US OF A THIRST,
AN ASPIRATION,
A LONGING
FOR A LIFE OF
FULFILMENT, A
DESIRE TO ACHIEVE
GREAT THINGS…
HOPE IS BOLD.
Pope Francis, 2015
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SARSAL’S STORY
Lok Manch is a network established by the Jesuits
in India, which brings together secular and religious
organisations to help marginalised people secure their
rights to land, food and pension schemes. This is the
story of one of those people who received help.

“My name is Sarsal and I am 52-years-old. I am
part of the Dalit community. Dalit is a name for
people belonging to the lowest caste in India; we are
characterised as ‘untouchable’.”
Sarsal’s husband died four years ago. After his death,
she lived with her son in a small hut. The land they
lived on is known as ‘Poramboke land’, which means it
is not legally owned by anyone.
This made them extremely vulnerable to powerful
interests like mining companies which often claim
Poramboke land, forcing members of the Dalit
community to leave. It is hard for Dalits to secure
their rights with a government which favours mining
interests over those of the community.
Sarsal, however, was determined to buy the land on
which she lived to protect her family.
“To do this I had to cook and clean for two families
everyday. The hours were long and the wages were
very low.”
Photo: Sarsal cooking in her new home

IN 2020, JESUIT
MISSIONS SUPPORTED
LOK MANCH WITH

£30,000

Sarsal worked hard and saved enough money to apply for
the title to the land. But she was repeatedly rebutted by
the government authorities.
Sarsal was about to give up hope when she came across
Lok Manch. It helped her prepare her legal case. Sarsal and
her neighbours wrote to the Chief Minister of their state.
Eventually, 93 families were given the title to their land,
including Sarsal.
“Our 20 year long struggle has finally come to an end,
thanks to Lok Manch’s support. I have a new house and it
is a symbol of pride and respect for my family. I stopped
doing the domestic work and now I’m working for a
small business and earning much more. I even have my
own cow. I am living happily with my son in our very own
house. I am very grateful to the Lok Manch team.”
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WORKING AROUND
THE WORLD
LUCY GILLINGHAM | INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMES OFFICER

Thanks to our generous supporters, Jesuit
Missions has supported 38 projects in 26
countries in 2020. This includes 11 partners
responding to COVID-19. Here are some
examples of how we have been able to help.

Jesuit Urumuri
Centre | Rwanda
Jesuit Missions is supporting many
organisations which are helping to
protect our planet. The Urumuri
Centre in Rwanda helps young
people engage with the Rwandan government and the
local church to raise awareness about caring for the
environment. A conference organised by them this year
attracted over 300 participants.

Human Life
Development and
Research Centre | India
Human trafficking is one of
the world’s fastest growing
crimes. HLDRC was
established by the Jesuits
to raise awareness about
human trafficking and protect
vulnerable women and girls. The ‘rescue
and rehabilitation’ service has rescued 30
victims of human trafficking this year. HLDRC
also provides education and job training
programmes. As a result, the women can work
in a safe environment with a decent income.
Attendee asking a question at the Laudato Si Conference
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Jesuit Refugee
Service | Lebanon
On 4 August, a massive explosion decimated parts of
Beirut, killing 204 people, wounding thousands more
and making hundreds of thousands homeless.
The blast made the living environment even more
vulnerable for refugees. Working
through the Jesuit Xavier Network,
we supported the work of Jesuit
Refugee Service (JRS) in Lebanon
by helping to provide psycho-social
support, food and hygiene kits to
more than 500 families.
JRS volunteers preparing food © JRS

CERCLE | Burkina Faso
CERCLE is a study centre established
by the West African Jesuits in 1985.
Its goal is to help young people who
have struggled in their national exams
have a second chance.
Over this last year, CERCLE has needed our support
more than ever. The lockdown in Burkina Faso
prevented families from earning money and feeding
their children.
With our support, CERCLE provided 99 students
with a hot meal every day for a month. Being
properly nourished helped the students to
concentrate on their work and 78% passed their
exams against a national average of 36%.

JRS volunteers preparing food
Girls training as beauticians with HLDRC

CERCLE director Fr Francois with pupils at a Ramadan meal
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CAMPAIGNING
FOR PEOPLE AND
THE PLANET
ZOË CARRUTHERS | COMMUNICATIONS AND CAMPAIGNS OFFICER

Care of Creation
There was much excitement at the beginning of 2020 in anticipation
of the United Nations’ Climate Change Conference of the Parties
(COP26) in Glasgow. It brings together thousands of delegates, who
will agree on policies in regard to climate change.
It had to be postponed until November 2021 because of the
pandemic. However, this did not stop Jesuit Missions from engaging
in a virtual lobby of MPs urging them to do more to save our planet.
To find out more about how you can be part of our climate justice
campaign, visit our website and sign up to our newsletter with the
card in the freepost envelope.

Vaccines for all
COVID-19 has affected every corner of the globe. The World Bank
has estimated that the pandemic will push an additional 88 million
people into extreme poverty. The pace at which a vaccine has been
developed is extraordinary. But, once again, the poorest people are
being left behind. Jesuit Missions has launched a petition calling on
the UK government to ensure the world’s poorest countries can
access COVID-19 vaccines now.
PLEASE SIGN THE PETITION AT
www.jesuitmissions.org.uk/covid-19-vaccine-petition

“A caged bird can sing”
83-year-old Fr Stan Swamy SJ is the oldest man in India to be
charged and imprisoned with terrorist offences. Although he fiercely
denies these charges, he has been incarcerated for over 100 days.
He suffers from Parkinson’s disease and is at grave risk of contracting
COVID-19 in prison. Fr Stan is being targeted because of his staunch
defence of the rights of indigenous people in India.
Jesuit Missions is pressing the Indian government to release Fr Stan
on bail. The Provincial, Fr Damian Howard SJ, joined our protest
outside the High Commission of India in London. For now, Fr Stan
remains in prison but his spirits are high. In a recent letter from
prison he wrote, “Even a caged bird can sing.”
For the latest updates on Fr Stan and to find out how you can be
involved in all our campaigning activities this year, sign up to our
newsletter using the card and envelope provided.
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WE ARE NOW
FACED WITH
THE FACT THAT
TOMORROW IS
TODAY. WE ARE
CONFRONTED
WITH THE
FIERCE URGENCY
OF NOW.
Martin Luther King

Protest for Fr Stan outside
the High Commission of India
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FAITH AND ACTION
LYNN MCWILLIAMS | COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT OFFICER

Despite the challenges of the past year, the vision
of St Ignatius, to discern where the Spirit is
leading to serve and act, remains strong.

Moving our work online has been an exciting way to
communicate what we do in different ways. In May,
a webinar with pupils in Jesuit schools focused on
how children could protect our planet against climate
change. Pupils at St Mary’s Hall in Lancashire were so
inspired that they took up gardening to help absorb
CO2 emissions. Monty Don watch out!
During the Season of Creation, we were joined online by
Leah Casimero, an indigenous activist in Guyana, and
Joel Thompson SJ, a Jesuit scholastic studying in the US.
Both inspired us to think about the impact of climate
change on the world’s poorest and challenged us to
work for change.
Catholic Social Teaching is often called the Church’s
best kept secret. But not at Jesuit Missions. An online
workshop with Christ the King Parish in Wimbledon
Park explored key concepts like dignity, solidarity and
the common good. Fr Paul Martin SJ in Guyana joined
us and spoke powerfully about his experience of putting
these ideas into practice.

OUR WONDERFUL
PARISHES RAISED

£20,994
THANK YOU!

2021 has begun with a great sense of excitement and
anticipation for the UN’s Climate Change Conference
of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow this November.
Christiana Figueres, the former UN Executive for
Climate Change, has declared that when our children
and our children’s children ask what we did to address
this crisis, our answer must be, “...we did everything that
was necessary.” St Ignatius called this the Magis.
Jesuit Missions is providing leadership within the British
Province and beyond as we prepare for COP 26. To find
out more about how you can become involved, please
send us your email in the freepost envelope.
Photo: St Mary’s Hall pupils working on their gardening project. © St Mary’s Hall
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW
2020 was a tough year for
everyone. Thank you to all
our incredible supporters
who have continued to
support our work with our
partners in some of the
poorest and most vulnerable
communities in the world.

TOTAL INCOME:

£1,833,657
£8,093

from schools

£1,000,968
in legacies

Our parishes donated

£20,994

HOW WE
HAVE SPENT
OUR FUNDS

£886,517
supporting
some of the
world’s poorest
communities

£88,069

on COVID-19
responses in Africa,
Asia and the Caribbean

£88,400

on education
for marginalised
children and
young adults

£40,000

empowering
women with
livelihood and
employment skills
Directly
impacting

31,500
people

A fuller version of our accounts is available on request.
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REMEMBER TO KEEP UP TO DATE THROUGHOUT 2021 SEND US YOUR EMAIL IN THE FREE POST ENVELOPE.

